




Welcome to a new season at 


Pointe Counterpointe Dance Center!








Class Descriptions





Aside from Ballet, Tap, and Jazz, we also offer the following:





Lyrical:  Level I-ages 6-11    Level II-ages 11-18	Level III and IV-audition only


—Teacher recommendation for level—


A combination of ballet, jazz, and modern dance forms, Lyrical dance uses lyrics of the music to tell a story.  Less classical than ballet, softer than jazz, and free flowing like modern, lyrical demonstrates grace, flexibility, strength, and control.  Must be enrolled in a ballet class.  Will perform in the recital.





Stretch, Turn, and Jump (STJ): 


Level I- Petites and Juniors       Level II-Pre Teens, Teens, Seniors


Increase your flexibility, jump higher, and turn faster and cleaner.  This class will focus on these elements to help students with these ‘problem areas’.  This class is a must to help strengthen all dancers.  Non-performing


 


 Hip Hop:   Level to be determined by teacher


Learn the latest dance craze!  Dance like they do in your favorite music video.  Class will have a mild warm up and learn combinations with a street dance flair.  Will perform in the recital.





Modern: Level I-ages 10-18	Level II-audition only


Free style movement of the body put to music.  Modern will help the dancer connect with their “inner- self”.  Modern will also help develop strength in the core of the body, aid with balance, and assist with lyrical qualities.





Conditioning: Advanced students-Junior comp, Preteen, Teen, Senior levels


Focus on core strengthening, back and upper body work.   Helps the dancer gain strength and control in the “hard to find” areas of the body.  Will aid in flexibility, balance, and overall body fitness. 





Acro: Level I - 3-8 yr. olds


            Level II – 9-12 yr. olds


            Level III – 13 and over


Learn basic tumbling skills or perfect the tricks you have previously learned.  This class is designed to help with flexibility and upper body strength while mastering basic floor skills.  Class placement may vary by experience level.
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Pointe:  Level to be determined by teacher  


Ballet done en pointe with special shoes.  This class is by invitation only to ballet students who have achieved a more advanced technical level.  Students eligible for pointe class will be notified by the teacher.





Cecchetti Ballet: Grade level to be determined by teacher


A graded method of ballet.  Teaches the student the importance of proper technique, body placement, and discipline in the ballet class.  Students will work towards an exam at the completion of each grade.  An additional exam fee will be required.





Adult Tap:  A ton of fun!  Join us for a relaxed atmosphere while learning basic steps in tap.  No experience necessary!  Great exercise and a wonderful way to unwind after a busy day.





Competitive Team:  Our competition team is selected by audition each fall.  The team will attend at least three regional competitions each season with the possibility to travel out of the Detroit area.  All travel costs are to be paid by each individual family.  Fund raising is available and encouraged for all team members.  A national competition may be discussed in the fall.  Aside from the regular class fees, all competition team members are also responsible for paying all competition fees.  For more information on the competition team, please request a copy of the PCPDC Competition Handbook.





Age Requirements





The following information is to be used strictly as a guideline.  Our teachers will make all decisions on class placement.





Mini I - age 3 and 4 may take Ballet, Tap, and/or Acro.


Mini II - ages 4-5 with at least 1 year experience-Ballet, Tap, Jazz, Acro 


Petites - Suggested ages-5-8


    May take any combination of Ballet, Tap, Jazz, Lyrical, Hip hop, Acro, &    


    STJ.


Juniors- Suggested ages-7-10.  


    May take any combination of Ballet, Tap, Jazz, Lyrical, Hip hop, STJ, 


    Cecchetti Ballet, Acro, & Modern.


Pre-teens - Suggested ages-9-13.


May take any combination of Ballet, Tap, Jazz, Lyrical, Hip hop, STJ, Ballet Variations, Cecchetti Ballet, Acro, & Modern.


Teens - Suggested ages-13 and up.


May take any combination of Ballet, Tap, Jazz, Lyrical, Hip hop, STJ, Ballet Variations, Cecchetti Ballet, Acro, & Modern.
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Hair:  All long hair must be up off of the face and neck, and secured.  


Hair must be fixed so that it will not come down during class.  


Students will be asked to leave class until hair is fixed appropriately.





Registration process





Please follow the registration procedures to enroll in classes. You may either mail in your completed registration form with your payment or come to the studio any time after the registration process begins.  If mailing your registration, please be sure to fill in ALL personal information (including your e-mail address), sign the waiver, check off desired classes, and include your payment for your first month’s tuition, payable to POINTE COUNTERPOINTE.  You may not register without your first month’s tuition payment.  





Registration Fee





 A $15.00 registration fee per dancer will be collected at the time of registration.  This fee will include a recital t-shirt for each dancer enrolled in our program.  Be sure to include your size. 





Tuition Payments





Tuition is to be paid monthly by cash, personal check,  Discover, VISA, or Mastercard.   Payment is due on the first dance day of each month.  A grace period until the 10th of the month will be observed.  After this, a $10 late fee will be added to your account if left unpaid.  Another $10 fee will be added after the 20th.  After the month end, if tuition is not paid, dancers in the family will not be allowed to participate until tuition is caught up.  We offer 2% cash discount if tuition is paid by the 10th.  There will be a $15.00 fee added to your account for all returned checks.  You also have the option to set up an automatic credit card payment monthly, at no additional charge.  We strongly suggest leaving a credit card on file to eliminate late fees.  Please ask for details at the front desk.





 Absences





It is extremely important that your child attend every class scheduled in order to get the most out of their dance education.  We realize, however, that sometimes children get ill.  If your child is contagious, PLEASE STAY HOME!  Please call the studio to let us know you will not be attending that evening.  Please remember that in a group situation, if your child has excessive absences it affects the rest of the class.  Please plan your family vacation around your dance schedule.  Too many absences may cause your child to fall behind.					
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Class Placement


Dancers will be placed in the class that our teachers feel is most appropriate for the student’s age, maturity, ability to learn, and most importantly, technical level.  Very often, students are asked to move to a different class level after the teacher is able to evaluate a dancer in class.  This is to assure that all students are getting the best possible dance education.  Since the teacher will be working with the dancers and has the knowledge needed to place dancers in classes, we ask that parents do not try to interfere with the teacher’s decision.  Most often, this will only hurt the dancer.  The age of a dancer is used only as a guideline when considering what class to participate in.





Dress Code


All students are expected to follow the dress and hair 


guidelines at all times.


   


Attire:  All students must wear a black leotard, pink tights for ballet or tan tights for other classes, and the proper shoes (see below).   All female students, regardless of the warm weather, must wear tights.  No shirts or extra street clothes may be worn in class.  Booty shorts may be worn at the teacher’s discretion.  The first week of every month is "color week".  Students are allowed to wear a colored leotard of their choice, however, ballet students must still wear pink tights.


         


Shoes:  Please use the following guidelines when purchasing shoes:





Ballet-All ballet students-ballet pink split sole slippers either 


leather or canvas.  Please be sure to tie and tuck in all 


bows.  Sew the enclosed elastic to help with proper fit. 


Jazz-All jazz students will wear Bloch NeoFlex #495 Tan.


Lyrical-All levels-Dance Paws


Tap-Mini, Petite, and Junior students –Bloch SO302 Tan


        Pre Teen, Teen, all comp students, Adults-Capezio Split sole        


        #CG16.


Hip hop-No designated shoe is required for class, however a specific shoe may be determined, if necessary, for the recital. 


Modern and Acro -Barefoot, no shoes required





**Please note—shoes for the recital may be different.  Although not usual, certain costumes may require different shoes. 
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Check in:  When you arrive at the studio each day for class, please check in at the front desk before your class starts to be sure you are included in the class attendance roster and to pick up any notes going home that evening.   We offer an attendance award at the end of the season for those that manage to attend every class.





Communication:  We will keep you informed of all events via e-mail.  Please be sure you keep us updated if your contact information changes.  If you do not use e-mail, please let us know so a paper copy of all information can be given.





Lost and Found:  We have a lost and found box in the hallway out side of studio B.  All unclaimed articles found after class will be put in this box.  If you are missing any items please check the box.  **It is very important to put your name or initials inside everything you use at the studio.  If items are found with your name on them, we will return them to you.





Cubbies:  We offer the use of a cubby to keep your dance bag in while in class.  If you choose to use a cubby, please keep it neat!  DO NOT PUT FOOD INSIDE THE CUBBIES!  There is no charge for the use of a cubby.  If not using a cubby, please be sure to keep your bag under a chair and out of the walkway.  We will not be held responsible for any items left overnight at the studio.





Food and Drinks:  Because many students are at the studio for many hours it is sometimes necessary to have a meal or snack during the evening.  Please be sure to pick up after yourself and dispose of all trash.  This is not the responsibility of the office staff.  


We offer snacks and drinks for a small fee, available in the lobby.  This privilege will be taken away if trash becomes a problem.  It is a good idea to send some change with your child for a drink or snack if necessary, or you are welcome to send a water bottle.  No food or drinks are allowed in the dance studios!  All snacks must be consumed between classes.  Students will not be allowed to leave class for a snack. Please—No IOU’s. 








We hope you enjoy your experience at PCPDC and urge you to make any comments and voice your concerns, if necessary.  Teachers may be reached by e-mail from our web site or would be happy to return a phone call after class.  Thank you for making Pointe Counterpointe your dance studio!
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Recital





We will be working towards our annual recital. Dates for the 2010 recital will be posted soon!  All students are expected to perform in the recital.  Please let us know if this is a problem.





Costumes





            You will be required to purchase a costume for each performing class you are enrolled in. A non-refundable $40.00 costume deposit is due for each costume by December 1st. Costumes generally range from  $40.00 to $70.00 each.  After the Christmas break, a total will be given for all costumes and the balance due will be expected by February 1st or 28 days after the prices are posted on your account.  Please make all costume checks payable to Becky Simpson.  Please do not include costume payments with your tuition payments.  Costumes will not be given out until the balance is paid in full.  Props used in class will be billed separately.





General Information





Drop off/pick up:  Please do not drop off students more than 15 minutes before class starts.  Be sure to return to pick up students promptly when class is scheduled to finish.    	





Lobby Etiquette:  Please be sure to keep conversation quiet while in the hallway outside of the dance studios so there are no class distractions.  Please do not talk or motion to your child through the window during class.  Please be sure all siblings are supervised while in the building.  If young siblings join you for the evening at PCPDC, PLEASE clean up after them before you leave.  If you choose to use any of the books or videos with your child, please be sure to replace them when finished.	 These are for everyone to enjoy, but will be removed if the clutter becomes a problem.





Web Site:  Our studio hosts a web site that displays current information on the latest happenings at PCPDC.  You can check us out at � HYPERLINK "http://www.pcpdc.com/" �www.PCPDC.com�.  We also have many photos displayed on the web site and need your permission to do so.  Be sure to sign the waiver on your registration form to allow us to use pictures on our web site.





Change of Address:  If you have a change in any personal information including address, telephone, e-mail, work, please be sure to update the information at the front desk.
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Tuition Structure





Single Class Prices-monthly


1-30 min. class=$31.00	1-45 min. class=$37.00	


1-60 min. class=$42.00


When taking more than one class:


Take a $5.00 discount from two classes


Take a $10.00 discount off three or more classes


(discount does not apply to combo class packages)





**Combo Class Package-take Ballet, Jazz, & Tap and SAVE!**





Mini combo………………………………………………………………………………….$71.00/mo.


Petite combo………………………………………………………………………………$82.00/mo.


Junior,  Pre Teen, Teen combo……………………………….….…….……$87.00/mo.


Comp Ballet, Tap & Jazz tech +Production……………………………$93.00/mo.


**combo classes must be taken by same person-cannot split combo between two people.





Elective classes-when taken in addition to combo:


STJ, Lyrical, Pointe, Hip hop, Cecchetti, Ballet Variations, 


Modern, Acro, Conditioning:


45-minute class……………………….$16.00/month


60-minute class……………………….$20.00/month


Electives taken separately will be charged a single class price.





Private/Competition Choreography Fees


Solo-$17.00—30 min.	Duet/Trio-$9.00 per person—30 min.


Small groups-$6.00 per person—30 min.


Apprentice/large groups/lines-$10.00/month each 


(Sorry, comp choreography does not qualify for discount)     





Unlimited Class Packages


(Does not include competition choreography classes)


1 person, unlimited classes=$175.00/month


2 or more people from the same household- unlimited classes


$250.00/month





 











We offer VISA/Mastercard/Discover as a form of payment at 


NO ADDITIONAL CHARGE!





A $10 late fee will be added to all accounts unpaid by the 10th of each month.  Please read late fee info in the tuition section of the handbook.  Set up a recurring credit payment to avoid the fee.  


Ask for details at the desk.





**There will be no refunds on prepaid tuition unless an injury prevents the student from attending classes.
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Meet the Teachers





Becky Simpson, Studio Director, has her BS degree in Dance from Eastern Michigan University.  Becky is a member of Dance Masters of America and has been teaching and choreographing since 1980.





Cheryll Custer is an active member of the Cecchetti Council of America, certified through grade V and actively training for grade VI.  She has performed with the Livonia Civic Ballet Company in various roles, including the Snow Queen.  Cheryll has completed three years of Teachers Training School through Dance Masters of America.





Shannon Davis is a veteran member of PCPDC.  Shannon grew up at our studio and after completing high school became a member of the Detroit Pistons Automotion Dance Team and the Ignition Spark dance team.  Since then Shannon has been choreographing and judging for local cheer and dance teams at both the high school and college level.  Welcome back, Shannon!





Amy Hageman is proud to be a teacher at PCPDC. She has studied all forms of dance and loves to work with children.  Amy has completed her undergraduate degree in dietetics and is currently working towards her Master’s Degree.  We're happy to have Miss Amy on board!





Lauren Hodges is a 2007 graduate of Western Michigan University.  She graduated Cum Laude with a B.A. in Dance.  She also has completed her degree in Early Elementary Education.  Lauren was a member of the Western Dance Project and the Livonia Civic Ballet Company.





Nicole Kaplan is our creative genius and is excited to be part of our team.  As a young, fresh choreographer, Nicole has won many top awards for her outstanding choreography in Modern, Contemporary, and Hip hop.  Nicole is working on her Bachelor’s Degree in Communications with specializations in Dance and Public Relations.





Stacey Glumm is a student teacher at PCPDC.  She has been training since 1996 and has 2 years of assistant teaching experience.  Stacey is enjoying her teaching experience while continuing her dance studies and is a member of our competition team where she has won numerous top awards.





Dana Yordy is a student teacher enjoying her newfound love of choreography.  Dana is a member of our competition team and has a creative mind for teaching our children.
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Pay for a full year (ten months) by September 10th and


SAVE 10%


Make two payments, one by September 10th and one by February 10th and


SAVE 6%


Cash or Check only, please 














